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WHAT DOES PEACE LOOK LIKE?

The Peacebuilding Institute of East
Tennessee presents

As we prepare for the First Conference on Violence in Knoxville, I’ve asked myself this even
more frequently than usual. Peace is not just the
absence of overt aggression, nor is it passive
acceptance of the slings and arrows of outrageous fortune. Perhaps peace is any creative
process that acknowledges what is, while holding fast to a vision of what might be. The work,
then, is to come together to find consensus and,
together, build paths from here to there.

FIRST ANNUAL CONFERENCE ON
VIOLENCE IN KNOXVILLE
June 10-11, 2011
Church of the Savior, 934 Weisgarber Road
Friday, June 10—Plenary Session
6:30 - 8:30 PM—Registration, Suggested contribution, $25 ($40.00 for two or more from the
same church or organization)

Our goal in the Conference is to begin the process by bringing folks from all over the area together. Our first task, of course, is to describe
what is, including obstacles to peace, and then
identify resources already in place that support
development of just solutions. We invite you to
come be part of the process. The more voices,
the more complete our understanding; the more
hands, the lighter our work.

Introduction to Violence—False Premises,
Failed Outcomes, Jack Guillebeaux. Speaker
Questions and Feedback
Introductions of Workshop Leaders
Sign up for Saturday workshops
Saturday, June 11—Workshops

In this issue, we look more at problems than solutions, yet solutions are out there. Don’t miss
the TED.com video on Humane Education.
Some solutions really are simple!

10:00 - 11:45 AM (offered concurrently)
Work shop #1—Violence in the Schools; Dr.
Ed Francisco, Facilitator
Workshop #2—Violence against Women, Rev.
Marcia Free, Facilitator

Finally, a reminder: you can follow The Peace
Memo on Twitter; our name is Peacememo.

12:00—1:00PM—Soup and Sandwich Lunch
(donation)

And … is there any interest in a FaceBook
page? Let us know!

1:15 - 3:00 PM (offered concurrently)
Workshop #3—Violence in the Streets; Rev. Mike
Henry and Jill Powell, Facilitators
Workshop #4—Religiously Motivated Violence;
Rev. Chris Buice and Jack Guillebeaux, Facilitators
3:15—4:00 PM--Wrap-up

"Justice is what love looks like in public." -Cornel West, in his book, Hope on a Tightrope

Nonviolent Living Introduction; Revs. John Lackey
and Jim Foster, facilitators (Nonviolent Living
workbook available, $25.00; group orders discounted)

“…if the church ever started teaching what Jesus taught in the first three books of the New
Testament, Christianity would be outlawed.”
--Dave McReynolds, a long-time pacifist

4:00 PM—Closing Circle
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which served as the text for the course and a
folder with training schedule and handouts.

REPORT FROM PHNOM PENH
Friend and SPI participant, Elvira C. Ang Sinco,
reports on a training program in which she participated. Many thanks, Elvira! –Ed.

The sessions were held in a big room at the third
floor where participants and instructors were
comfortably sitting on the floor.

TRAINING FOR PEACE RESEARCH
METHODOLOGY COURSE (PRMC)

There is a morning and afternoon snack, usually
local fruits, rice cakes, coffee and tea. Lunch
was also provided to participants on the second
floor of the building. The library is located on
the ground floor where the participants could
avail of the rich and wide variety of books, references and reading materials. CPCS was also
very generous in sharing books to most of us.

From 4-9 April 2011
Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies (CPCS),
Phnom Penh, Cambodia
Danny Ong from KFI and myself, together with
four participants from Myanmar, one from
Orissa, India, one from Nepal, another one from
the Philippines, one from Denmark, one from
New York, USA, one from Peru and one from
Cambodia took part and successfully completed
a six day foundation level course held at the
third floor of the CPCS office.

Each participant was also given a black T-shirt
with PEACE message.
The curriculum content is composed of the following:

The course instructors were Tania Meletic and
Soth Plai Ngarm. The course objectives are to
provide the participants an abridged introduction to peace research methodology and to present case studies as samples in research. A
twelve week introductory course and twelve
week research practicum for peace workers and
university students on understanding the concept of peace studies and conducting peace research was conducted in six days. It can be considered a crash course.

1. Overview of the program – introduction to the course
2. What is peace research?
3. Key ideas in social science research
4. Introduction to peace theories
5. Research focus – exercise on writing research problem, question and chosen theory
6. Literature review – how literature helps in research
process
7. Understanding sampling – exercises on determining
samples
8. Data collection – exercises, inputs, discussion
9. Research Design – Q&A, individual work
10. Presentation – Ethnic Nationalism in Cambodia
11. Data Processing – Quantitative – SPSS /QualitativeNVivo
12. Presentation – Development Needs of Ethnic Vietnamese community in Cambodia
13. Managing your data – analysis, write up conclusions/recommendations
14. General discussion – cultural relevance, ethical and
political sensitivities

On day one, there was the usual welcome and
introductions for the opening program. Emma
Leslie, Executive Director, CPCS, gave her
welcome remarks and handed out a brochure of
CPCS. The course instructors, other staffers of
CPCS and the participants introduced themselves. An overview of the program and training
schedule was provided. Each participant was
given a colorful cotton bag which contained the
kit comprising a notebook, pen, research book
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Lunch along the Riverside was provided as part
of the closing program where certificates where
handed out and group picture taking took place.
In the main, while I already know the basics of
research, I still learned a lot of new things specifically in conducting peace research. The two
local researches provided good insights into understanding ethnic groups in Cambodia. The
training was also a good opportunity to know
what peace researches are being conducted in
other parts of Asia. I learned about NVivo, a
software used in analyzing qualitative data, although only conceptually since there was really
no chance to practice how to use it. The instructors are well versed with their subject matter but
the process could still be improved. Use of energizers could enliven the sessions when participants tend to be sleepy.

Danny and I with Prum Theun and project manage Of
Salvation Centre of Cambodia. Research Methodology
course, CPCS

Cambodian and Thai social realities. The theme
for this trip is focused on: Gender, Religion,
Ecology and Peace. Danny and I were introduced to Meas Sokeo, director of the Alliance
for Conflict Transformation (ACT) which is the
local partner of CPCS. They agreed to host the
visit to Phnom Penh and look forward to visit
Midsayap in July 2011. We also contacted Prum
Theun, Director of Salvation Centre of Cambodia (SCC), an EED-assisted NGO also with seconded person who just ended his contract. We
were briefed about their programs and services
and in return informed him about the scheduled
visit in June.

The training was also an excellent South to
South exchange among the participants. The
bonding among the participants was close and
very inspiring. Cooperation and support were
very evident in the process of group discussions
and off session interaction. In the evening, there
were group activities such as singing, dancing
and dining together.
For me, this trip was a very good chance to prepare the South to South exchange visit which
will take place in Phnom Penh, Cambodia and
Chiang Mai, Thailand on June 12-23 with the
local community partners of Southern Christian
College CEREA program, being exposed to the

Danny and I, together with a lady participant
from Nepal, spent five days in Siem Reap visiting the Angkor Wat temples and Koulen mountains.

The Peace Memo, ISSN2160-3928, is published monthly by the
Peacebuilding Institutes: http://www.peacebuildinginstitute.org/.
Available through online subscription. All material ©, however
distribution – with attribution – is encouraged. Email questions
and comments to thepeacememo@gmail.com

Submitted by: Elvira C. Ang Sinco
Civil Peace Service
Southern Christian College
Midsayap, Cotabato

Publisher: Peacebuilding Institute, Editor: Victoria Medaglia,
Founder: Jim Foster
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Some Things to Think About:
Over the last decade, here in the U.S., the ways
“reality” is presented to us has changed subtlety, but significantly. News coverage of the
wars is sanitized – no images of explosions,
wounds, or coffins. That minority of our fellows
serving – how many deployments is it now? –
are invisible at home, unless they are involved
in successful superhero escapades. The arrest of
demonstrators dancing – dancing! – at the Jefferson Memorial in Washington, D.C., is not
covered at all. One is thrown down and choked.

The Search for War

With participants and instructors of Peace Research
Methodology course, CPCS

May 27, 2011 By Norman Solomon
In times of war, U.S. presidents have often
talked about yearning for peace. But the last
decade has brought a gradual shift in the rhetorical zeitgeist while a tacit assumption has
taken hold — war must go on, one way or another.

The only Democrat to be elected president during the Gilded Age was Grover Cleveland, and
in that 1888 State of the Union address he noted,
“The Government itself is under bond to the
American People...that no condition in life shall
give rise to discrimination in the treatment of
the people by their Government.”

For updates on the Afghanistan war, visit
Voices for Creative Nonviolence.

The citizen of our Republic in its early days rigidly insisted upon full compliance with the letter
of this bond... [and therefore] combinations,
monopolies, and aggregations of capital were
either avoided or sternly regulated and restrained. But no longer. That bond between
government and its people had become frayed
as the result of the sudden rise of a new wealthy
aristocracy.

Introducing:
Marjorie Cohn
Law Professor Marjorie Cohn (Thomas Jefferson Univeristy) is immediate past president of
the National Lawyers Guild. She lectures
throughout the world on international human
rights and U.S. foreign policy. A news consultant for CBS News and a legal analyst for Court
TV, she also provides legal and political com-

(http://www.truthout.com/unequal-protectionpeoples-masters/1304366817)
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We work to create lasting, positive change for
all through humane education and humane living. Learn more about us and our work.

mentary on BBC, CNN, MSNBC, Fox News,
NPR, Air America and Pacifica Radio.
In addition, Professor Cohn is the author of
Cowboy Republic: Six Ways the Bush Gang Has
Defied the Law and co-author of Cameras in the
Courtroom: Television and the Pursuit of Justice and Rules of Disengagement: The Politics
and Honor of Military Dissent. Her latest book,
The United States and Torture: Interrogation,
Incarceration and Abuse, was published in
January 2011 by NYU Press.

See Zoe’s TED talk, The World Becomes What
You Teach on her blog, Humane Connection.

More on Agriculture
Greeks Mobilize to Protect Endangered Seeds:
The remote valley of Mesohori in northeastern
Greece seems an unusual choice for a stand
against genetically modified crop conglomerates
who are knocking on Europe's door. Yet thousands of organic farming advocates seeking to
bar so-called "Frankenstein" foods from the
continent made the journey here to help raise
awareness about dangers to seed diversity.

Her articles have appeared in numerous journals
such as Fordham Law Review, Hastings Law
Journal and Virginia Journal of International
Law, as well as The National Law Journal,
Christian Science Monitor, and Chicago Tribune. Professor Cohn is a contributing editor to
Jurist, MWC News, and National Lawyers Guild
Review, and her frequent columns appear on
Huffington
Post,
Truthout,
AlterNet,
CommonDreams, Counterpunch, OpedNews,
AtlanticFreePress, ZNet, and GlobalResearch,
and
are
archived
at
http://www.marjoriecohn.com/

THE SPARROW SINGS
May, 2011
The word “justice” has different meanings for
different people. “Justice” was the description
given by the Government when it killed Osama
bin Laden. Christ, however, believed justice is
done when people have their basic needs met.
For Christ and His followers, justice had nothing to do with retribution, revenge or an “eye for
an eye” philosophy (Matt. 5). I read that some
92% of the deaths in our recent invasions and
occupations are that of innocent civilians. This
is not justice. The right of every individual who
is believed to have violated a law is to be
brought to a court of law and, if found guilty of
the crime for which she or he is charged, to be
given an appropriate sentence that will protect

Zoe Weil
Zoe Weil is president of The Institute for Humane Education (IHE). IHE is a non-profit,
501(c)(3) educational organization dedicated to
creating a humane world through humane education and humane living.
IHE envisions a world in which people live humanely, sustainably and peaceably. To create
this change, we train people to be humane educators, advance the field of humane education,
and provide tools and inspiration for living an
examined, meaningful life.
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“Man has no right to kill his/her brother. It is no
excuse that s/he does so in uniform; s/he only
adds the infamy of servitude to the crime of
murder.” --Percy Bysshe Shelley

the public and help the perpetrator to reform his
or her behavior. When we justify killing for
whatever reason, and that includes the killing of
Osama bin Laden, we do not get justice. We
commit a great injustice. -- Don Timmerman

“The U.S. and its allies will do anything they
can to prevent authentic democracy in the Arab
world. The reason is simple. Across the region,
an overwhelming majority of the population regards the U.S. as the main threat to their interests. In fact, opposition to U.S. policy is so high
that a considerable majority think the region
would be more secure if Iran had nuclear weapons.” --Noam Chomsky

“It is normal for us to react to the forces that
occupy our land, kill our people and steal our
natural resources…. I have already said that I
am not involved in the 11 September attacks in
the U.S. As a Muslim, I try my best to avoid
telling a lie. I had no knowledge of these attacks, nor do I consider the killing of innocent
women, children and other humans as an appreciable act. Islam strictly forbids causing harm to
innocent women, children and other people.
Such a practice is forbidden even in the course
of battle…. It is the U.S., which is perpetrating
every maltreatment on women, children and
common people.” This is a quote from Osama
bin Laden who is claiming innocence of any
wrong doing. Without a trial, we will never
know the truth.

INTERESTING FACTS
Global spending on weapons in 2010 is estimated at $1.6 trillion. Middle Eastern governments bought $111 billion worth of weapons
from Western countries, primarily from the U.S.
Saudi Arabia alone bought $60 billion worth of
weapons. Boeing and Lockheed Martin both
made huge profits from the sale of arms to Israel, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates,
Iraq, Oman, Kuwait, Bahrain and Egypt. --Inter
Press Service, 5/7/11

“They live in a country where 850 children die
every day, a country which the UN has termed
the worst country in the world into which a
child can be born, where the average life expectancy is 42 years of age. The UN says that 7.4
million Afghans live with hunger and fear of
starvation, while millions more rely on food
help, and the one in five children die before the
age of five. Each week, the U.S. taxpayers
spend $2 billion to continue the war in Afghanistan … 10 years … over 6,000 U.S. soldiers killed … trillions of dollars wasted …
hundreds of thousands of civilians killed … tens
of thousands imprisoned. Torture is part of the
foreign policy, and we are to celebrate the murder of one person? I am not excited. I am not
happy. I remain profoundly sad.” --Kathy Kelly

Recently, an attack employing remote-control
aerial drones killed 15 Pakistanis and maimed
4. Over the last month and a half since March
17 drone attacks killed 44 Pakistanis. There
were 111 strikes in 2010. The Human Rights
Commission of Pakistan estimated that 957 innocent civilians were killed by drones in
2010. Now 49 companies are making 450 different drone aircraft. Drone merchants expect
that drone sales will earn $20.2 billion in sale in
the next 10 years. President Obama launched a
drone strike recently in an attempt to assassinate
a U.S.–born Muslim cleric, Anwar al-Awalaki,
who has never been convicted of a crime. -Kathy Kelly in Common Dreams, 5/9/11
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The Corrections Corporation of America
(C.C.A.), the Geo Group and management and
training corporations reap annual profits of more
than $5 billion a year at the same time as they
dole out more than $30 million annually in lobbying state legislators to ensure the approval of
the regional anti-immigration laws that fill their
coffers. --The Nation, 5/13/11

Since 2000, the U.S. has sent more than $6 billion of aid to Colombia as part of the “drug war”
and “war on terrorism,” and more than 80% of
that money goes to the Colombian military, despite its long record of killings and human rights
abuses. --Columbia Support Network
About 250,000 farmers from India have committed suicide in the last 16 years due to frustrations in not being able to make a living off the
land. One farmer every 30 seconds commits suicide. The rate of suicide is highest among cotton
farmers. The cotton industry is increasingly
dominated by foreign multinational corporations
that tend to promote genetically modified cottonseed and often control the cost, quality and
availability of agricultural inputs. --A study by
Center for Human Rights and Global Justice at
NYU Law School

Sixty percent of households whose head is nearing retirement age have 401(k)-type accounts.
One in ten of these has adequate savings to
maintain its standard of living into retirement
In 2010, Americans spent at least $25,000,000
in treating pet obesity. On 2/1/11 a patent was
issued for a phone with which pets can call their
owners.
John Gilman, an original founder of the Mobilization for Survival, now called Peace Action
Wisconsin, and a strong supporter of Casa
Maria and the Cuban people, as well as peace
and justice activities for many years, passed
over on April 26, 2011. He helped the Milwaukee 14, who burned draft cards during the Vietnam War, to get bailed out of jail. May he now
rest in the peace he sought for all during his lifetime. Presente!

Research shows that 12% of Congolese women
have been raped at least once. Forty-eight
women are raped every hour in Congo. That is 2
million a year. --The Guardian/UK, 5/12/11
At least 60 African refugees from Libya were
left to die in the Mediterranean after a number
of European and NATO military units ignored
their cries for help. A boat carrying 72 passengers, including several women, young children
and political refugees ran into trouble in late
March after leaving Tripoli for the Italian island
of Lampedusa. Despite alarms being raised with
the Italian coastguard and the boat making contact with a military helicopter and a NATO warship, no rescue effort was attempted, and they
died of starvation and thirst. --The Guardian/UK, 5/9/11

NOTES FROM 21ST STREET: The weather
has been very erratic this spring. The newscasters talk about the storms but seldom speak of
what might be causing the change in our
weather patterns. Climatologists have predicted
more dramatic weather patterns because of the
impact we have had on our environment. We
continue to blithely drive our vehicles instead of
walking or using a bike when possible. We continue to dry our clothes in a dryer instead of
hanging them out on the clothesline. We do not
unplug appliances when they are not in use. I
do see people bringing their own bags to the
store when I am shopping, which has given me

Nuclear plant emergency generators like those
that failed in Japan also failed during tests at the
Seabrook Station in New Hampshire and 32
other U.S. plants in the past 8 years. --Boston
Globe, 5/13/11

7

The Peace Memo
ISSN 2160-3928
Volume 3, Number 6

June, 2011

school. In early spring I would sit with my nose
to the window of the bus when we rounded a
curve in the road skirting a lowland. If I spotted
the yellow flowers my heart would sing with
happiness because I knew spring and the warm
weather were here. Also, it meant a trip to Cedar
Creek to pick some cowslips for my mother.
Our earth brings us such joy we surely owe her
the respect of changing some of our habits to
allow her to continue the beautiful rhythm of the
seasons. Peace, Roberta

some hope. We are all guilty of not thinking of
Mother Earth. It is humbling to me how the
earth tries to keep her steady rhythm going. In
early May, Don and I traveled to Kansas City to
protest the building of a nuclear weapons parts
plant with other Midwest Catholic Workers. We
took the train there and back to Milwaukee. It
had been cold in Milwaukee all spring, and I
was looking forward to traveling south and west
to see some green. Mother Nature did not disappoint me. As I traveled I saw the greening of the
earth. Then as we traveled over some wetlands I
saw an expanse of bright yellow amongst the
bogs. It was marsh marigolds or sometimes
called cowslips. The sight of these bright flowers took me back to my childhood. We lived in
the country, and we took the bus to attend

THE SPARROW SINGS
Don and Roberta
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

When

Who

What

Where

Details

June 10-11

The Peacebuilding Institute

Conference on Violence in Knoxville

Church of the Savior
934 Weisgarber
Rd.
Knoxville, TN

Registration: $20 or $10.00per
person for more than one participant from same church or organization. For those coming from out
of town, housing may be provided. Details on p.1.
Contact: Jim Foster 865-5734089; jimsandyfoster@yahoo.com

July 4-9

Baptist Peace
Fellowship of
North America

Annual conference:
So You Must Forgive

Eastern Mennonite
University
Harrisonburg, VA

Our conference features an amazing group of leaders and a warm,
welcoming community—
programs for all ages, opportunities for exploring spirituality. Details on p.4.

A NOTE FROM DON AND ROBERTA TO FOLKS IN WISCONSIN: The U.S. military wants to
build a drone-training facility at the Wisconsin National Guard base at Volk field which will cost more
than $8 million and would cost WI taxpayers “$400,000. Contact WPNJ at 608-250-9240 or
deiane@wnpj.org to sign a petition to stop this.
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